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Introduction

• Chris and Brian Rance

• The New Zealand Plant 

Conservation Network (NZPCN)

– www.nzpcn.org.nz

• Southland Community Nursery

– www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.

nz

• Housekeeping/introductions

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/
http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/


Further learning

• A full day course on Southland Native 
Plants is available and has been 
adapted with permission from the 
NZPCN training module “Introduction to 
plant life in New Zealand” (a 2-day 
course). Extracts used for this course.

• The Southland Community Nursery 
website has a lot of information on 
Southland native plants, ecosystems 
and restoration and we run workshops –
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz

http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/


Questions to ask before 

collecting seeds

• What is your purpose in growing 
native plants?

• What is your current knowledge 
of Southland Native Plants?

• What facilities and people 
resources do you have or need?



Catchment Groups

• What is your purpose in growing 

native plants?

– Riparian (farm drains, natural rivers)

– Wetlands (created or natural)

– Hill Gullys

– Shelter

– Enhancing areas of native forest

Each has its own suite of specific plants depending on the 

purpose and area – coastal, inland etc



Catchment Groups

• What is the ecology of the area?

• What plants are needed?

• Do you recognise the species?

• How many plants are needed?

• Where would you source seeds 

from?



Catchment Groups

• Size of production

• Facilities and staff needed

• Siting of facilities – location, sharing facilities?

• People with skills and time to grow the plants

• Is the Nursery for more than just plant growing? 

(a community hub, school project etc)

• You need time, commitment, an interest in growing plants 

and nature – it may be more cost effective to get a 

commercial nursery to grow eco-sourced plants for your 

projects – e.g Pukerau Nursery



Native Plant Identification

• What is your current knowledge of 

Southland Native Plants?

• Can we help?





The name mingimingi applies to 

all of these plants



www.nzpcn.org.nz



Some Resources

• Plant ID Cards (SCN website)

• NZPCN website

• Plant and Seed specimens

• Natural setting

• Websites and Apps

• Other books



Southland Plant ID Cards

Download the cards at 

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-

patch/know-your-patch/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/know-your-patch/


“Right Plant Right Place”

Where plants grow and why
(section 4 NZPCN p13-16)

• Environmental influences:

– water availability (arid, moderate, 

aquatic)

– seasonality (temperature)

– altitude

– soil type
Download a talk by Brian Rance on Right Plant, Right Place at 

www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-

patch/planning-your-project/habitat-restoration/

http://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/planning-your-project/habitat-restoration/


https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-

patch/planning-your-project/creating-ponds/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/planning-your-project/creating-ponds/




Forest strata

Emergent

Canopy

Understory

Ground cover

Climbers

Epiphytes

Parasitic or 

hemiparasitic

Regenerating



https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/how-forests-work/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/how-forests-work/


Strata developing over time



Ecosourcing

• Collect seeds from closest natural 

site to your planting area and from 

as many natural plants as possible. 

Identify your plants, label your 

seeds.

• Plants evolve at a particular place over a very 

long time

• Genetic diversity and adaptation to sites

• Better plant survival

• Preserves all the links to species natural to the 

area (insects, fungi etc)



Environmental zones

• Coastal (salt, wind)

• Southland Plains and Hill Country 

(wind, moisture, frost)

• Inland/Mountains (drought, frost)

Priority for restoration collection
1. Ideal – as close to the planting area as possible

2. Within Ecological Region/District (e.g.Hokonui)

3. Within Southland

4. Avoid – natives sourced from outside Southland

5. Avoid - natives not naturally found in Southland



Ecological Distircts



Other things to consider

• How to learn about the native plants of your area

• Explore your nearest native area – look at plant 

cards, SCN website, NZPCN website, I-Naturalist

• Ask an expert, get a plant list

• Be aware that you’ll need a permit if collecting 

seed from public land and permission from a 

private landowner if its private land



Some non Southland 

natives to avoid

• Hoheria sextylosa – northern lacebark (instead plant 

Plagianthus regius – lowland ribbonwood)

• Coprosma robusta – karamu (instead plant Coprosma

lucida – shining karamu)

• Pseudopanax laetus – northern five-finger (instead plant 

local five-fingers – Pseudopanax colensoi)

• Kanuka (instead plant manuka Leptospernum scoparium)

• Hybrids and cultivars





Types of fruit/seeds

• Berry – fleshy with multiple seeds

• Drupe – fleshy, single-seed

• Dehiscent pod – dry, bursts when 
seed is ripe 

• Nut – dry, hard, single-seeded

• Achene – small, dry, single-seeded 
and papery covering

• Capsule – dry,  dehiscent, multiple 
carpels



Timing of seed collection

• https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-
your-patch/get-growing/seeds/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/get-growing/seeds/


Timing of seed preparation
• Collect seed between January and May, prepare 

label and store

• Sow in June or keep in fridge until August

• Seeds will germinate in September

• If you germinate sooner e.g using heated beds 

you have to have somewhere to prickout and put 

seedlings in winter (ie a heated covered facility)

• Keep good records (propagation book)

• Propagate from cuttings in June/July
https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/get-growing/cuttings/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/get-growing/cuttings/


Propagation Record Book

• Unique Number

• Species (sci name if possible)

• Date collected

• Collected from

• Collected by

• Seed or Cutting

• Date sown

• Date germinated



Seed Preparation and 

sowing

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/get-

growing/seeds/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/restoring-your-patch/get-growing/seeds/




Seed Cleaning

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/news-and-

events/seed-collecting-and-cleaning-time-16-march-2021/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/news-and-events/seed-collecting-and-cleaning-time-16-march-2021/




Nursery Structures needed

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/how-the-nursery-

works/establishing-a-community-nursery/

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/how-the-nursery-works/establishing-a-community-nursery/


Facilities

In our opinion a tunnelhouse is not necessary for growing natives as it 

requires too much hands on activity eg even in winter you need regular 

watering and it is easy to lose all your seedlings if they are left without 

water for even a day.



Materials



Take Home Messages

• Growing and planting the plants is 

the easy part (maintenance after 

planting is the hard part)

• Its easier to protect a native area 

than to try and recreate it by 

planting.

• Planting is very rewarding but use 

the Right Plant for the Right Place





Questions?


