
Some revegetation tips 
I have recently been developing some revegetation guidelines for the new Otatara Oreti 

Road Reserve. I hope these guidelines may have wider applicability and be useful for you 

also. The first and most important tip is, get to know your site or project area. What are the 

ecological stresses present - is it the exposure to wind and frost, salt laden winds, sand 

dunes with summer drought or hollows which flood in winter or others? Also, if you have 

just moved to your site then follow it through the year. In our wet paddocks I dug a small pit 

down to the water table and monitored the change through the year – it has up to 50cm 

variation between winter and summer in a typical year. Also study the soils and topography 

(the shape and features of the land). These are the two primary factors that will determine 

the vegetation that would originally have grown on the site. 

 

Plan your project. What do you want to achieve what type of vegetation do you want – 

forest, a pond or tussockland or plantings to attract birds and insects or shelter for other 

plants? Have you got a vision for what you want it to look like? It would be good to have a 

close look at areas similar to what you want your area to look like. These are called 

reference sites. The best reference sites will be close to your site and similar in the landform 

etc. What sites do you want to plant and in which sequence? Think about existing shelter 

present or shelter requirements. Ideally utilise any existing native vegetation (esp. shrubs 

and forest). If possible build on the existing vegetation or forest to expand its size, 

importance and ecological viability. Possibly preferentially plant on the exposed site as this 

will have the maximum benefit to the existing forest. 

 

Which species do you want to use? Which will do best on the site? Think about the 

vegetation that would have originally grown on the site. Think about the species you should 

use and the appropriate plant mix and proportions of these plants and the sequence of 

plantings that will achieve your aim. Where are you going to get the plants from? Are the 

plants eco-sourced, ie was the plant stock derived from near the planting area. Using eco-

source plants will likely mean you have the plants that are best adapted to the site 

conditions and so likely to grow faster and have a higher survival rate.  It also helps preserve 

the special vegetation that is native to the area.  E.g. Totara Forest on sand dunes in Otatara 

is a Nationally significant vegetation type.  There are a few northern native plants that 

present problems to plants native to Southland and it would be good not to plant more of 

them and increase the problem – these are Hoheria sexstylosa (lacebark), Coprosma robusta 

(karamu) and Pseudopanax laetum (northern five finger).  Google them if you are not 

familiar with the names. 

 

Plan ahead – think about your site conditions and suitable plants. Put in any shelter 

required in advance and allow this shelter to have established, actively growing and 

providing shelter before planting. Order your plants a year or two ahead of needing them. 

Think about site preparation and undertake this with sufficient lead-in time (i.e. weed or 

pest control and preparation spraying etc.). 

 



The Southland Community Nursery website 

(https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/) has lots of useful information to 

support revegetation planting and planning. Check it out or come along to the nursery and 

check out our restoration planting aged from 3 months to over 20 years old. Last year the 

largest of our kahikatea trees fruited for the first time so we know we are winning.  If you 

need advice, please ask, restoring a site is very satisfying but does take time and effort. 

 

Brian Rance (03 2131161) 

 

https://www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz/

