
forest

riparian

Copper Tussock 
Chionochloa rubra subsp. cuprea

wet dryfull sun windshade frost

Flowers
• Inflorescence
• Narrow spikes
• October to 

December
• Wind pollinated

Fruit/seeds
• Dry seed
• 3.5 mm wide
• January to February
• Wind dispersed

Max height: 1.5 m

Where to plant

Leaves
• Narrow shape
• Grass-like
• Up to 1 m long
• 1.2 mm wide
• Long hairs near 

base

Foundation species – plant first
Southland species – plant local

shrubland

wetland

Tall, slender, red tussock 
with crowded rush-like leaves

Form


