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SUMMARY
This document is the project proposal for the development of a community-based centre for
hands-on environmental education, based at Otatara. It is the next phase in achieving the
vision of the Southland Community Nursery Conservation Trust.
The first part of this document provides a detailed description of the proposed project. It
covers the project profile, the inspiration and identified community needs driving the
project. Community benefits, project outcomes and potential future opportunities are also
conveyed here.
The second part of the document provides an introduction to the Trust, its history, and its
main activity of providing a community nursery. The Trustees and their credentials are
detailed and there is a description of current community involvement. Attached at the end
of this document are some awards received by the nursery, volunteer references, letters of
support, and outcomes.
The project is unique in that it combines a successful community volunteer project with a
proven 15 year track record; the professional expertise and passion of two well respected
Southland conservationists and an accessible and inspirational natural setting which
combines old growth forest, restored wetland areas and estuary. All within easy reach of
Invercargill.
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Project Proposal:
The Community Education Centre
VISION
We propose to build an innovative, purpose-built community education centre. The centre
will be a community-based hub of practical learning and engagement with the environment,
while providing shelter from Southland’s often unpredictable weather. This will allow more
Southlanders the opportunity to get hands on education and experience.
The Community Nursery has the following included in its key objectives:


To actively promote education opportunities outside the classroom for children and
young people.



To educate and provide a learning situation regarding the cultivation and growing of
native plants.

WHY THE COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE IS NEEDED
A purpose-built education centre would allow us to greatly expand on existing activities, by
further involving and engaging Southland’s schools, individuals and community groups in
practical outdoor environmental education.
Without any promotion the nursery and restoration area is already well used by Southland
primary and secondary school groups and there are a growing number of schools wanting to
come to the nursery/restoration area (over 2000 school children have visited so far).
However, about half of the schools booked cancel due to adverse weather.
There is currently no place in Southland offering the combination of:
1. an all weather classroom/workshop close to Invercargill Schools
2. an active community project, with tracks, bush and wetland
3. botanical expertise and proven commitment to community environmental
education
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Southland Community Nursery Trust proposes to build a community based education
centre, for outdoor hands-on environmental education. This centre will be located on an
area of land adjacent to current nursery facilities in Otatara, and within easy reach of
Invercargill City. The facility would be unique for its blend of an all weather centre,
professional ecological expertise and close proximity to tracks and a variety of natural
habitats for teaching.
The building itself has been designed as a single story workshop space, with views to the
bush, custom made to provide a community-based hub of practical learning and
engagement with the environment – a teaching and workshop area protected from
Southland’s often unpredictable weather. The facility will allow the Nursery, and other
community groups whom we host, to significantly expand current roles in education.
Vehicle access into the building will allow for trailer loads of potting mix to be driven in, so
classes can pot plants inside. A hose down surface will mean spills of soil and sand, nursery
clothing such as gumboots and wet jackets, and plant cuttings and litter can be utilised
without fear of damaging the facility, as would be the case in a conventional hall.
Facilities such as a projector and screen, audio visual equipment, computer access, sinks,
and display areas will keep the space versatile for all types of teaching. This will allow the
range of workshops currently held at the nursery to be expanded as well as weather
proofed. The design of the building will also guarantee access to wheelchairs and prams,
making the facility available to all community members. While we currently envision the
primary use to be by school children and students, the building will also be available to the
community as a space for workshops, meetings and conferences.
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SITE SELECTION
The proposed site is adjacent and complimentary to the Southland Community Nursery’s
current facilities and natural environment at 185 Grant Road, Otatara. Slightly elevated
from the bush restoration area, the proposed building will have picturesque views of the
surrounding landscape.
Added benefits of this site include:
 This site will ensure the centre close access to nursery facilities
 An area of native forest protected by QEII National Trust Covenant that is currently
being actively restored with established tracks, ponds, native plantings.
 A nationally important threatened plants garden easily accessed, being within 30m
of the proposed site.
 The location adjoins the Bushy Point Community Restoration Area, public
conservation land, Gambles Educational Boardwalk and the Invercargill Estuary.
 It is only 15 minutes drive from Invercargill City.
Other sites considered included the Bushy Point Community Restoration Area, Sandy Point
recreation area, or utilising an existing building in Invercargill City. However, these sites do
not offer the unique combination of factors held by the preferred site. The proposed site
offers proximity to outside educational support materials (nursery and other assets
described above), the security of locating it beside the Nursery, the already established
public access and parking area to the site, and the ease of managing groups and the related
educational activities at this location.
Selection of the site is extremely important. Other sites in the area were investigated but
ruled out as they did not match the combined requirements for the project (Table 1).
Table 1: Site Selection Considerations
All weather
facility
Bushy Point
Otatara Hall
Sandy Point Visitor Centre
Community Education Centre

√
√
√

Active Nursery/
Community
Project

Natural
Environment

Botanical
Expertise

√
√
√

√

√

Given that the land ownership and existing nursery buildings (potting shed and shade
houses) will remain private (belonging to Chris and Brian Rance), but the building will belong
to the Trust, if funding is successful, careful legal structures will be established to protect the
assets of both parties.
Both parties are aware of the commitment this arrangement will require, and feel that it is
building upon a history of mutually supportive arrangements which have, and will continue,
to work well. The owners of the land have a proven track record of service to environmental
– they have covenanted 5 acres of land in QEII Covenant (promoting public access (QEII
website “Places to Visit”), have allowed the use of current land and facilities – shade house,
new sheds for the Community Nursery for over 15 years.
PROJECT SITE MAP
The map on the following page shows the location of the nursery and its proximity to the
surrounding natural landscape and tracks (tracks marked in red).
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PROJECT DEMAND
Environmental education currently links to the school curriculum over many areas. The
current demand shows that there is a growing need for environmental education outside
the classroom in a location close to Invercargill schools from preschool to primary and older
students. We have consulted with “outside the classroom” teachers Lloyd Esler, Koreena
Wilks (LEOTC Southland Museum), Department of Conservation Education Officer Mark
Oster and Environment Southland Environmental Education Officer Julie Clifton and
Enviroschools coordinator and Nikki Tarbutt about the proposed idea and have been assured
that it would be an asset that currently does not exist and would be a great improvement for
schools outside the classroom experiences. An education centre located at the Community
Nursery would offer this experience for 1, 2 and 4 hour sessions within close proximity to
Invercargill.
In addition to the education facility a website education resource would be created linking
the curriculum to the activities available at the property and the centre and would offer previsit, visit and post visit learning. Part of the project could also be the funding of transport
and raincoats.
There is a large body of research that promotes early childhood learning being closely linked
with nature1.
We have also had student teacher groups (Otago University Teacher Education), and
Southern Institute of Technology student groups visit the Nursery. All of this activity has
been without any marketing or promotion. There is a strong network of Enviroschools in
Southland, as well as many established community environmental groups and
environmentally linked school projects. The Department of Conservation supports such
initiatives and a project sponsored by Air New Zealand “Kids Restore New Zealand” already
has three projects in Southland and is encouraging many more. Kids Restore NZ Trustee
Ruud Kleinpaste has committed his
support
to
the
Community
Education Centre project.
Currently the nursery is open to the
public every Friday. A wide variety of
people are involved, including
gardeners, landowners, farmers,
conservation
groups,
organic
farmers, youth training groups,
international
visitors,
school
children, scout and guide groups.
Enhanced facilities will allow more
workshops to be held for these
groups, an enhanced learning
experience, and less weather
cancellations!
Over 3,000 volunteer hours are spent in the nursery each year. Propagation workshops are
run throughout the year for seed collection, cuttings and grafting and youth training groups
1

Appendix 4 – Benefits for Children of Play in Nature
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often attend the nursery to improve their skills. Open Days are held every year with themes
such as wetland creation, planting to attract birds, creating native forest and shelter
planting. An all weather centre would complement all of these activities and would increase
the potential for these and other workshops.
Expert information about the flora of Southland is essential as a basis for the many
individuals, groups and schools undertaking a restoration project and is a main reason why
people are drawn to this project. The nursery has built up an extensive information resource
– plant lists, seed collecting times, propagation techniques, restoration advice including
visiting properties and offering free advice.
Much of this information is now publically available on the website and the Rances property
is full of working examples of native shelterbelts, wetlands, shrub borders and forest
restoration. A wheelchair accessible track through the wetland areas contains plant signs
and a threatened plant teaching garden is available to the public.
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INTENDED USES AND USERS
We envision that use will be predominantly by schools, pre schools and primary schools in
the Invercargill area; student teachers; Southern Institute of Technology environment course
students; guides and scouts; and community environmental groups.
The centre would also be available for holding workshops on native plants, plant
propagation, restoration techniques, vegetable growing, worm farming, organics, fruit tree
grafting and pruning. Workshops could also be held on a number of sustainability topics, arts
and crafts, health and wellbeing. The intention would be for free access to schools and paid
access for other workshops to help pay for the maintenance and ongoing costs of the
facility.

A) Environmental Education outside the classroom
linked to School Curriculums
 Preschool age children
 Schools in Invercargill and Southland
 Student Teachers
 SIT Students
B) Workshops (requiring classroom with close
proximity to nature)
 Propagation
 Seed collection
 Cuttings
 Restoration
 Native plants
 Traditional Maori plant uses
 Vegetable Growing
 Fruit Tree Grafting
 Fruit Tree pruning
 Worm Farming
 Art and Craft – stone carving, felting
 Health and Wellbeing
 Sustainability
 Photography
 Corporate Volunteers/workshops
 Pest Control and weedbusters
workshops

POTENTIAL SUPPORT, INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS:
In this early stage of the project we have contacted and consulted with people who are
already involved in our work, or could potential be interested in being involved as we
increase our capacity.
We are currently involved with a number of community groups and organisations. The
proposed project would see us continue our involvement with these groups, as well as allow
for involvement with new groups. Potential (and existing) groups and organisations are
listed on the following page.
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We believe in community collaboration, and that working together is crucial to enabling us
to achieve our objectives.
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

South Coast Environment Centre – pruning and grafting.
Southland Forest and Bird
Otatara Landcare Group
Invercargill Environment Centre
Community Nursery volunteers and users
Bluff Environmental Trust
Southland Ecological Restoration Network
Invercargill Environment Centre
SIT Environment Course
Organic/Permaculture Courses
Transition Towns
Southland Multinations Society
Otatara Pestbusters

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND BENEFITS
Currently there are between 10 and 15 volunteers attending the nursery each Friday. On
Open Days as many as 100 people have attended and propagation, grafting and pruning
workshops are well attended by people from across the Southland Region.
The practical outputs of the nursery are the planting of 100,000 locally sourced native plants
into the Southland environment. The nursery provides a learning environment for those
wanting to grow native plants but also learning to grow other plants.
The Community of Southland has supported this project for over 15 years and volunteers
come to the nursery for a wide variety of reasons and Schoolchildren have been coming to
the nursery to learn about their local environment for over 15 years.
The Community Nursery has a relationship with Southland Multinations Society. Every new
New Zealand Citizen has been given a native plant at their citizenship ceremony.
The nursery encourages people of all ages and abilities including groups from Disability
Southland over two seasons.
The expected outcomes of the Community Education Project are given at Appendix 5.
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION
If successful with funding the Community Education Centre project will be managed and
operated by the Southland Community Nursery Conservation Trust. They will be responsible
for liaising, communicating and designing a facility which will contribute to achieving the
outcomes of the Trust. They will undertake the fundraising and management of financials
for this project, as they have done with previous projects associated with the nursery.
The Trust will oversee the development of the centre, manage the ongoing maintenance and
financial sustainability of the project and ensure that it is run and maintained.

Photo: Linda and Chris receiving the New Zealand Plant Conservation Network award on behalf of the
Southland Community Nursery Trust (2011).
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The Southland Community Nursery
Conservation Trust
CHRIS AND BRIAN RANCE – A PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO CONSERVATION
It is our vision that, by our actions, we encourage and inspire an interest in the wonder of
the natural world. We believe that all our actions are linked and are integral to living in a
sustainable way, working with the environment and not against it. There is a positive energy
in nature and closeness to nature can be a wonderfully rewarding, spiritually uplifting and
healing experience at all stages of life. Access to nature for all ages and mobilities is a key
aim for us.
On our 15 acre property in Otatara near Invercargill we have covenanted 5 acres of old
growth forest, restored another acre of paddock into wetland and forest (with formed
access tracks), graze sheep and have chickens, and grow most of our own vegetables and
fruit. We have created a comfortable habitat for ourselves in harmony with nature. The
Southland Community Nursery was established to help ourselves and others, including
schools, to grow the native plants needed for their own restoration projects. However, the
voluntary nature of the project has developed into much more than just a project to grow
plants. Through the nursery we are able to share our vision and educate.

THE TRUST
The Southland Community Nursery was established in 1996. Our purpose is to provide
information, opportunity and support, to increase knowledge about and engagement with
the natural environment of Southland. A significant list of accomplishments, formal
recognition and a large network of supportive community members, volunteers and
participants reflect what we have undertaken over the past 15 years. The Southland
Community Nursery Conservation Trust, as a legal entity, was established in 2010. We are
proud of the efforts of our Trust and its supporters to date, though still conscious that we
are in the early stages of our journey with plenty of exciting projects upcoming over the next
few years.

OUR VISION AND OBJECTIVES
It is our vision that the Southland Community has the opportunity to be active, aware and
involved in its natural environment. We believe that this awareness should begin at a young
age and we endeavour to work with and make our resources available to people of all ages
and from all walks of life. To achieve this vision, we as a Trust have the following objectives:






To provide advice on New Zealand plants native to Southland.
To provide nursery facilities, materials and native plant stock to the public.
To encourage volunteers to become active in conservation by providing a learning
environment.
To actively promote environmental educational opportunities for school children by
providing information about native species in Southland.
To actively promote and provide information and resources about the natural
environment of Southland.
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THE NURSERY
We work alongside many community conservation projects in Southland – however our key
project has been the Southland Community Nursery itself. The nursery offers free advice,
nursery facilities and native seedlings to the Southland public. Rather than a retail plant
nursery, plants are exchanged for volunteer time or donated towards community planting
projects. A number of successful workshops are held each year on restoration, propagation,
grafting and pruning. School visits are encouraged throughout the year with over 2000
school children having visited the facility since 1996.
The nursery is hosted on the property of Chris and Brian Rance, and started from a bare
paddock. The facilities that have been built up now include shade houses, plant standing
areas, and sheds. Use of land and sheds has been donated, and all labour involved in
running nursery is voluntary.
Over 100,000 native plants have been produced by the nursery and planted in Southland’s
environment since 1996. The nursery currently supports many individual landowners,
conservation projects and groups, including: Te Rere Penguin Colony, Otatara Landcare
Group Bushy Point Project, Rarotoka Island project, Riverton Estuary Care Society, QEII
Covenants. A number of similar community nurseries have been encouraged the latest being
at Bluff Primary School in October 2011.
THE COMMUNITY NURSERY WEBSITE
A new website for the nursery was completed in 2010 and contains much information about
native plants in southland, restoring natural areas, places to visit, events etc. It was launched
at Waituna at the world wetlands day event and has greatly improved the information
accessible to the Southland public about natural environments of the Southland Region.
www.southlandcommunitynursery.org.nz

The web team – Brian Rance, Chris Rance, Janet Hodgetts, Robin Sallis.
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TRUSTEES
Our Trustees represent the large number of community volunteers and participants involved
in the Southland Community Nursery and its activities. Our board members are involved in a
number of other conservation groups in Southland, we each bring a strong skill set to the
board, a wide range of experiences and expert knowledge in our chosen fields.
BRIAN RANCE (CHAIR) Brian is a professional botanist specialising in
New Zealand native plants. He is well respected by the Southland
Community and is nationally renowned as the expert on the flora of
Southland. He is the inspiration behind the Community Nursery
project. With his wife Chris they have both been actively supporting
environmental projects in Southland for over 20 years.

LINDA JACKSON (MEMBER) Linda came to the Community Nursery
as a volunteer in 2005. Since that time she and husband Ray have
been dedicated volunteers and have become experts in their own
right, bringing with them enthusiasm and fun and welcoming
everyone with their morning tea delights. Their children and new
grandchildren are regular nursery visitors and help bring vibrancy
to Friday mornings.
CHRIS RANCE (SECRETARY) Chris has managed the Community
Nursery voluntarily for over 15 years. She works as a GIS mapping
specialist. With her husband Brian they have been active in
conservation for many years and included in their many
acknowledgement awards are the New Zealand Loder Cup for
Conservation in 1999, Forest and Birds Old Blue Award in 1999, the
Trustpower Southland Community Award in 2009 and the
Southland Environment Individuals award in 2011.
EDITH JONES (TREASURER) Edith is active in many conservation
groups in Southland as well as having a large area of forest on
Banks Peninsula protected by QEII National Covenant. Edith has a
master’s degree in Business Administration (Finance) and a
master’s degree in Organisational Behaviour.

RUUD KLEINPASTE (PATRON) An entomologist and “Bug Man” always happy to share his face with a weta. Ruud is one of the
insect world’s best friends. After moving to New Zealand from
Holland in 1978, his work with MAF created a media profile for him
which led to a long-running radio show, and a television career that
has seen his shows screened in more than 60 countries.
Communication is Ruud’s passion, especially the topics surrounding
Natural History and the fragility of our ecological systems. Ruud
first visited the Community Nursery while helping with the Living
Legends project at Bushy Point, Otatara in September 2011.
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COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEERS
Our group is in a strong position. We are well regarded throughout Southland for our efforts
and have a number of organisations, groups and individuals regularly engaging in and
supporting our activities. Approximately 3000 volunteer hours are spent in the nursery each
year (this equates to over $38,000 per year at Community Trust of Southland suggested rate
of $12.75 per hour). Many groups and individuals are involved – gardeners, landowners,
farmers, conservation groups, organic farmers, youth training groups, international visitors,
school children, scout and guide groups
SOME OF OUR COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS HAVE SAID:

“I continue to visit
“For me the Nursery is

with my pre-school

a place that I really

children and it is an

enjoy being involved

ongoing opportunity

with, knowing that I am

for them to learn.”

helping contribute to
something positive in

Bronwyn

our local community”

Maggie
“I appreciate the knowledge I
have gained and pass on my
knowledge to my Whanau and
even my extended Marae
Whanau”

“I enjoy the social aspect

Estelle

and the personal
satisfaction of knowing the
plants go all over
Southland to similar

“I love the food and

projects”

coffee!!”

Chris

Em
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ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
The Nursery is open once a week
between September to July for public and
regular volunteers. These public days are
hosted by Chris Rance and Linda Jackson.
Weekly activities include hands on
nursery work – potting, weeding,
propagation, structure building, which has
lead to the production of over 100,000
native plants for Southland.
In addition to producing plants for
projects the nursery open days perform
an important networking role where
people get together, enjoy each others
company and learn skills while meeting
new people. This is often utilised by
people new to Southland.

Seasonal workshops are held throughout
the year, usually over the weekends.
Topics include propagation workshops,
seed collection, cuttings and grafting.
Workshops are run by the Southland
Community
Nursery
itself,
while
additional workshops are also hosted at
the Nursery and run by other groups such
as the South Coast Environment Society,
and organic farm education groups.

School groups, scout and guide groups
and youth training groups often attend
the nursery to improve their skills and
experience outside the classroom learning
activities, to grow their own plants and
create a new environment at their school.

Formal recognition and support for the
Nursery and those involved with it
includes:
National awards


The Loder Cup for Conservation in 1999



Forest and Bird Society Old Blue award
in 1999



The New Zealand Plant Conservation
Network Nursery Award in 2011

Regional awards


Southland Gardener of the year 2009



Environment Southland Award 2001
and 2011



Trustpower
National
Community
Volunteer Award 2009/10 Southland
Region.

Annual Open Days are also held, with
themes such as wetland creation, planting
to attract birds, creating native forest and
shelter planting. We are also involved in
and support many conservation projects,
ranging from individual QEII restoration,
to Community conservation efforts, as
listed previously in this document.
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BENEFITS
The following benefits currently flow from the work of our Trust and the Southland
Community Nursery:


Influencing people across the Southland Region to take an interest in their own
environment and do something practical to protect it. Influencing overseas
volunteers and giving them a good impression of the Region providing tourists with
an ecotourism activity.



Providing a friendly and hospitable environment for people to meet, share ideas,
enjoy company while learning about native plants and growing plants in general.



As the volunteers and visitors learn skills they are able to pass on their skills to new
people and improve our environment.



Many schoolchildren are influenced, including visits to the nursery by the home
school association and student teacher groups.



New residents are welcomed – in a partnership with Southland Multi Nations society
all new New Zealand Citizens are given a Southland native plant at their citizenship
ceremony.



A number of similar community nurseries have been set up throughout Southland –
and more to come – Aparima Runaka, Kapuka South Community Centre, Waituna
Landcare Group,
Riverton,
Dancing Star,
SIRCET Stewart island,
Bluff
School/Environment Trust various farm and school properties.



Encouraging the concept of “Southland native gardens” - reinforcing Southland as a
special and unique place to live in New Zealand

FINANCES
The “seed money” for this project over 15 years ago was Forest and Bird’s JS Watson Trust
Fund. Since that time one-off funding has been received from World Wildlife Fund (WWF),
Ron Greenwood Trust and Honda Tree Fund and recently again the JS Watson Fund and
Biodiversity Advice Fund. We give thanks to these organisations for their support.
More recently annual funding from plant sales, of approximately $2000, covers annual costs
of potting mix, pots and some minor nursery materials. This generates a production of
around 8000 – 10,000 native plants every year, which are planted into the Southland
environment. The land and infrastructure of the nursery, sheds and land are donated to the
project by Chris and Brian Rance. One-off grants have been used for a shade house and an
irrigation system including water tank and in 2010 a new website was funded by Biodiversity
Advice Fund.
All work at the nursery, including its management and fundraising is voluntary. Many people
from throughout the region are encouraged to work with the environment as a result of the
work of the Southland Community Nursery – either on a regular volunteer basis, or for
restoration and revegetation projects.
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We are well aware of the importance of financial sustainability into the future, especially as
our outreach grows and develops. While our work so far has relied on funding grants and
donations on an ‘as needed’ basis, we are now taking a more strategic approach.
Our board are looking into developing supportive relationship with corporate entities,
funding organisations and developing a fundraising plan in conjunction with our proposed
project (the education centre). We are well established and are looking into the potential to
set up a branch of the nursery as a fundraising arm to enable us to continue to provide our
services to the community for little or no cost.
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Appendix 1 –
Community Nursery Volunteers References
I heard about the Southland Community Nursery from a friend who had volunteered there
and was transforming her high maintenance garden into an easy care native garden that
would attract native birds. I loved this idea so I went along to an open day they were
holding. I have been interested in Native flora and fauna from a young age and being of
Maori descent and active at my local Marae were we use different native plants for cultural
purposes, I saw an opportunity to get involved in protecting our native bush, and improving
my own backyard.
I started going along on Friday mornings and really enjoyed the learning aspect! I love the
beautiful native plant oasis the Rances have created out of a grass paddock and the fact that
they acknowledged the Maori names of the many species on display. I also appreciate the
knowledge I have gained, I also take my niece and nephew during school holidays they love
it. I am passing on that knowledge to anyone who will listen, including my Whanau and even
extended Marae Whanau (who inturn share knowledge passed down by their ancestors).
I travel from Bluff to Otatara which is an hour return drive to the Nursery but unless I have
work (shift worker) nothing on a Friday is more important to me, and the great morning teas
are an added bonus!
Estelle Leask
40 Bann Street,
Bluff

I started coming to the nursery initially because I bought a property with an ornamental
garden with succulents and conifers, I really didn't like it and wanted a native easy care, low
maintenance garden without any budget to buy plants. So I was initially coming to volunteer
to earn plants for my garden. I enjoy the social aspect, meeting people with a
community/conservation mindset and also the personal satisfaction of contributing to the
revegetation project at the nursery and also knowing the plant are going all over Southland
to similar projects, that it is slowly making a long term difference. I've learnt so much, I knew
very few plants initially; I love to learn about the plants, their Latin names and where they
are from and where they naturally grow. So I now care very little about my garden and it
shows, but I'm very happy to contribute a few hours a week to the nursery because it has
such a wide focus, it's not just one small project but contributes to many. I also appreciate
that the standards you set about seed sourcing locally and propagating locally are important,
plus I love the morning tea!
Chris Andrews
Bluff
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My involvement in The Southland Community Nursery has become a part of my weekly
schedule. Most Friday mornings it is into the kitchen to make something to share for
morning tea before heading off to the nursery to weed or help with potting up. I have been
doing this on a regular basis since moving into part time work 6 years ago. Prior to that it
was school holidays only.
My original involvement started over 12 years ago, when I first heard about the nursery
through my son who was doing some volunteer work there. At this stage we were planning
on moving from town out to Otatara to a property with significant bush that would be
requiring lots of native plants. It was Chris who suggested that I could make use of the
nursery to get us started. So it was at that point my initial plants were potted up in
anticipation of planting them out as our project developed. Knowing which plants to choose
and where to plant them has been helped by being able to see them in their natural habitat
in Brian and Chris's garden and wetlands development. Today as I write this letter I am
looking out from my living room at hundreds of native plants that I have grown and planted
and it gives me such pleasure. Part of my plan was to provide food for the native birds and
to now see the tuis, bellbirds and pigeons feeding on these plants makes it all so worth
while. Chris and Brian have been the inspiration though it is Chris who is there each Friday.
She has provided the knowledge and skills to make this happen.
It isn't all about the plants either. The camaraderie is also a drawcard. A diverse group of
people arrive each Friday, some regulars and some visitors (overseas, volunteers and some
just for morning tea) and it is this networking and friendships that have been formed, that is
also great. Morning teas have become legendary, along with sharing and discussing of
environmental issues, to sharing of veggie plants, recipes and the likes.
I have also had made use of the nursery through my teaching job to bring school children
along to pot up natives for a garden at school, and through my involvement with the
Southland Herb Society by arranging for the members to visit.
For me the Nursery is a place that I really enjoy being involved with, knowing that I am
helping contribute to something positive in our local community.
Maggie Elford

I came to the nursery after moving to Otatara 3 1/2 years ago to plant out our bare house
section in natives. What a wonderful initiative to be able to learn how to propagate, grow
and then plant your own piece of native paradise. We have planted somewhere between
400-500 plants.
I continue to visit the nursery with my two preschool children (4 years and 22 months) as it
is an on-going opportunity for them to: learn about and help with potting up, weeding and
watering plants; walk around the wetland; experience and explore natives (with all their
senses); and feed the ducks and chickens! Shared home baked morning teas, discussions on
harvesting and produce and having fun with like minded people who are passionate about
the environment are added bonuses and part of the character of the community nursery.
Bronwyn, Liam and Abby

22
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

Appendix 2
Letters of Support
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Cathy Macfie BSc Hons.
CONSERVATION EDUCATION
HERITAGE INTERPRETATION

'Tahaki'
51 Huruhuru Road
Otatara 9 R.D.
Invercargill
Ph. (03) 213-1267
Fax (03) 213-1267
Mobile 0274 534055
Email:cathymacfie@xtra.co.nz

13 January 2012
To whom it may concern:
Proposed Southland Community Nursery Education Centre, Otatara
Over the last ten years the Community Nursery has earned credibility for its
strong educational ethic and volunteer involvement in growing over 80,000
native plants. It has already achieved regional and local awards for its
contribution to educational, conservation and restoration projects.
The proposal to develop an Education Centre on its site is a logical step
forward that reflects the visionary yet practical thinking of committed Trustees.
The long term opportunities and benefits, as I perceive them, include:
 A protected environment that provides certainty for school visits to the
nursery (currently over 200 children p.a.) regardless of weather.
 Recognition that the Education Centre will become the hub for a
package of curriculum-linked activities that incorporates the Bushy
Point Restoration Project (Otatara Landcare Group) and Bushy Point
Fernbird Reserve (QE II National Trust) both of which flank the
nursery. The educational potential of these two initiatives is already
recognised by the educational sector. The value of a physically central
educational centre as a facilitative hub, resource centre and physical
meeting (and luncheon) space is self-evident.
 Accessible first hand experience of the inter-relationships which govern
Otatara’s bush remnants including succession through natural
regeneration from estuarine saltmarsh to forest - plus the process of
pro-actively restoring developed paddocks to forest, step by slow step.
 Commitment to provide a range of educational resources that are
relevant and will engage children from pre-school to secondary school.
In my various roles as heritage interpretation specialist, Otatara Landcare
Group volunteer and someone who wants to see Southland make the best of
its outstanding natural and human resources, I lend my wholehearted support
to this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

26
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

27
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

28
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

29
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

30
Community Education Centre Project – 3 April 2012

Southland Community Nursery Trust,
185 Grant Road,
Otatara, 9RD,
Invercargill, 9879
26th January 2012
Dear Chris
Re: Support for Community Education Centre
I am writing in support of the application for a classroom/workshop to be built on
Chris and Brian Rance’s property attached to the Community Nursery in Otatara.
My class investigated the propagation of native seedlings in our community. We were
fortunate enough to visit the nursery, scavenge for seeds and plant these. The children
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the bush, and learning about our native plants. Numerous
occasion’s following our initial visit, we attempted to revisit analysing the progress of the
seedlings, re-pot and to eventually plant in the bush. However with the erratic weather we
were not able to revisit. This was disappointing for the children and myself as they were not
able to see the progress of the plants; nor the impact these would make on our community.
It would have been an invaluable learning experience for the children to see first hand how a
simple gathering of seeds, and propagating can benefit our environment.

Therefore, a classroom/workshop would be a fantastic asset for the Community Nursery
where whanau and children could help strengthen our environment without the concerns of
the weather.

Please contact me if you would like any further assistance.

Kind regards,
Alice Casey
Primary Teacher at Otatara Primary School
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Southland Community Nursery
185 Grant Road
Otatara School
9RD
Invercargill
3rd February 2012

Dear Chris
I think building a classroom at the Community Nursery in
Otatara is a really good idea. I really like to learn about
plants. It is a really great place to learn. Last year when we
went there we went on a bush walk and learnt all about the
different seeds and we saw their duck DJ. We got to plant some
seeds. We weren’t able to get back to them and see them
because of the bad weather. We were all very disappointed. If
the nursery had a classroom we would have been able to see
them.
The nursery would even be able to hold a Fun Day for people of
all ages to learn about native plants and animals/insects.
That’s why I think the nursery should have a classroom.
Yours sincerely,
Gabrielle Milne
Room 10
Otatara Primary School
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Appendix 3 – Examples of Awards
LODER CUP AWARD –1999
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TRUSTPOWER COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER AWARD – 2009
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ENVIRONMENT SOUTHLAND AWARD 2011 – LOCAL HEROES
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PLANT CONSERVATION AWARD 19 JAN 2012
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Appendix 4 – Benefits for Children of Play in Nature
This summary is taken from an article by Randy White. It is an extensive body of research
and literature on the significant benefits for children of regular play experiences in nature.

Benefits for Children of Play in Nature
By Randy White
http://www.whitehutchinson.com/children/articles/benefits.shtml
Following is a summary of the many benefits that regular play in nature has for children:
o
o
o

o

o
o

o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

Children with symptoms of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) are better
able to concentrate after contact with nature (Taylor et al. 2001).
Children with views of and contact with nature score higher on tests of concentration
and self-discipline. The greener, the better the scores (Wells 2000, Taylor et al. 2002).
Children who play regularly in natural environments show more advanced motor
fitness, including coordination, balance and agility, and they are sick less often (Grahn,
et al. 1997, Fjortoft & Sageie 2001).
When children play in natural environments, their play is more diverse with imaginative
and creative play that fosters language and collaborative skills (Moore & Wong 1997,
Taylor, et al. 1998, Fjortoft 2000).
Exposure to natural environments improves children's cognitive development by
improving their awareness, reasoning and observational skills (Pyle 2002).
Nature buffers the impact of life's stresses on children and helps them deal with
adversity. The greater the amount of nature exposure, the greater the benefits (Wells &
Evans 2003).
Play in a diverse natural environment reduces or eliminates bullying (Malone & Tranter
2003).
Nature helps children develop powers of observation and creativity and instills a sense
of peace and being at one with the world (Crain 2001).
Early experiences with the natural world have been positively linked with the
development of imagination and the sense of wonder (Cobb 1977, Louv 1991). Wonder
is an important motivator for life long learning (Wilson 1997).
Children who play in nature have more positive feelings about each other (Moore
1996).
Natural environments stimulate social interaction between children (Moore 1986, Bixler
et al. 2002).
Outdoor environments are important to children's development of independence and
autonomy (Bartlett 1996).
Play in outdoor environments stimulates all aspects of children development more
readily than indoor environments (Moore & Wong 1997).
An affinity to and love of nature, along with a positive environmental ethic, grow out of
regular contact with and play in the natural world during early childhood. Children's loss
of regular contact with the natural world can result in a biophobic future generation not
interested in preserving nature and its diversity (Bunting & Cousins 1985; Chawla 1988;
Wilson 1993; Pyle 1993; Chipeniuk 1994; Sobel 1996, 2002 & 2004; Hart 1997; Wilson
1997, Kals et al. 1999; Moore & Cosco 2000; Fisman 2001; Kellert 2002; Bixler et al.
2002; Kals & Ittner 2003; Schultz et al. 2004).

"There's no way that we can help children to learn to love and preserve this planet, if
we don't give them direct experiences with the miracles and blessings of nature."
Anita Olds
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Appendix 5 – Community Education Centre Outcomes
Community Trust of Southland Priorities and Outcomes of the Community Education Centre
CTOS Sectors & Priorities

Outcomes of the Community Education Centre
(CEC)

A R T S , C U LT U R E A N D H E R I T A G E


Encourage participation, and
involvement in, and appreciation of Arts,
Culture, and Heritage



Provide appropriate and sustainable
facilities and infrastructure



Support Southlanders to achieve their
creative potential



Reduce barriers to ensure reasonable
access for all in the community



Celebrate the diversity of culture in
Southland



Preserve and encourage interest in our
heritage

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT



The CEC would allow workshops for arts and
cultural projects such as stone carving,
photography and felting. The garage door and
wet floor would enable these messier projects
to be undertaken but in a weatherproof space.



The Southland Multinations Society is currently
supported by the Southland Community
Nursery by supplying plants for residency and
citizenship ceremonies. Building of the CEC
would allow all weather workshops for this
group to be run.



Workshops on traditional Maori plant uses
could be run at the CEC.



A wheelchair accessible building would allow
those lesser able and prams to attend and
participate in CEC activities.



Financial savings for schools and community
groups for planting restoration projects. The
CEC would allow schools to attend even in wet
conditions.



Create social as well as economic benefit



Have strong community support



Provide a platform for other business
development





Are not inconsistent with other sector
goals

Financial savings for individuals wanting to
plant native gardens.



Sustainable model that volunteers “pay” for
their plants by volunteering their time.



The CEC would allow students, their families
and teachers to gain hands on experience of;
propagation, seed collection, cuttings in an all
weather environment.



The CEC would provide a facility that
combines; an all weather classroom, active
community nursery tracks bush, wetland and
estuary and botanical expertise in one place –
and would be unique in doing so in Southland.



The CEC would provide workshops aimed at
young people and adults promoting life-long
learning, not just for the formal education
sector.

E D U C AT I O N


Have a learner-focused approach



Encourage partnerships and
collaboration between relevant parties,
including community



Support Southlanders to achieve their
potential



Add value and quality to the learning
environment



Address needs identified by community



Reduce barriers to ensure reasonable
access for all in the community



Encourage participation in education and
life-long learning
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CTOS Sectors & Priorities

Outcomes of the Community Education Centre
(CEC)

ENVIRONMENT


Protect, preserve and restore
Southland’s environment



Enable and encourage people to
appreciate the environment



Promote awareness of environmental
issues and concepts of sustainability



The CEC would allow students, their families
and teachers to gain hands on experience of;
propagation, seed collection, cuttings in an all
weather environment.



Participants attending the CEC would result in
Enhanced biodiversity in the Southland Region
from propagation and planting activity in
school grounds and in support of local
restoration projects.



The CEC would increase awareness of bush,
wetland and estuarine ecosystems.



Increased understanding of Southland’s
environment, seed saving and propagation
help to develop transferable skills for
vegetable gardens and fruit orchards.



Sense of pride, belong and purpose for
participants who are volunteering and
“earning” their plants which leads to improved
self esteem.



Doing physical work at the CEC promotes
physical activity by students getting active
through their involvement in practical action in
their school such as gardening.



The CEC fosters student and community
engagement with local recreation
opportunities in the outdoors.

H E A LT H A N D S O C I A L S E R V I C E S


Improve health and social outcomes for
Southland residents



Promote communication and
collaboration between agencies in the
Health and Social Services sector



Effectively meet a demonstrated need in
the Health and Social Services sector



Support and empower vulnerable people
in our community



Strengthen the ability of organisations to
operate well in the Health and Social
Services sector

S P O R T A N D R E C R E AT I O N


Encourage participation in sport and
active recreation



Encourage community engagement in
sport and recreation



Provide appropriate and sustainable
facilities and infrastructure



Support Southlanders to achieve their
sporting potential



Reduce barriers to ensure reasonable
access for all in the community
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Appendix 6 – Education in Schools Poll
Environment should be taught in schools - poll
Monday, 10 October, 2011 - 15:31
Environmental education should be taught in all schools, say over 9 in
10 New Zealanders. An overwhelming majority of New Zealanders
support the teaching of environmental education in every school, a new
Colmar Brunton poll released today reveals.
More than 9 out of 10 people (94 per cent)* agreed that all schools - from early childhood to tertiary
level - should include the importance of caring for the natural environment and living in a way that
preserves it for the future. WWF-New Zealand commissioned the poll ahead of the general election as
part of their work to promote the importance of environmental education
WWF-New Zealand's Education Programme Manager Wendy Barry said: "New Zealanders care about
protecting our natural heritage and feel very strongly that these values are passed on to the next
generation. People understand that a healthy New Zealand society depends on a healthy
environment - this is a message we want the Government to hear and to act upon."
A manifesto on Education for Sustainability has been produced for all political parties by WWF,
Enviroschools and the New Zealand Association for Environmental Education (NZAEE) to encourage
policies that recognise the importance of empowering and inspiring young New Zealanders to live in
harmony with nature.
Ms Barry said: "The huge support for engaging our young people in environmental issues sends a
clear message to our Government that they should not ignore. Our political leaders have a clear
mandate from the New Zealand public to adopt policies that support learning about sustainability in
our schools, early childhood centres and tertiary institutions.
"Education for Sustainability is a great model for excellence in delivering the whole curriculum
because it is based on the values of quality teaching and learning. Its positive benefits reach beyond
learning about the natural world, to include improved social engagement in a democratic society."
WWF-New Zealand has expertise based on 20 years working with schools. Each year, WWF provides
more than $50,000 funding to schools for action projects, helping thousands of students take part in
activities designed to protect their local environment. These can range from gardening projects to
water quality monitoring to exploring alternative forms of energy to power their classrooms. ENDS
Notes to editor
*Colmar Brunton polling question:
Please think now about schools and education, from early childhood through to tertiary level. Some
schools currently teach about the importance of caring for the environment and ways to look after it,
while some schools don't.
Do you agree or disagree that all schools should teach the importance of caring for the natural
environment and living in a way that preserves it for the future?
Of the respondents, 74% strongly agreed, and 20% slightly agreed, totalling 94% in agreement. 1%
neither agree nor disagree, 2% slightly disagree, 2% strongly disagree, and 1% say they don't know.
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Southland Community Nursery, Christmas Break up, December 2011

